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TRANSFORMATION PROCESSES OF THE URBAN SPACE IN
POST-COMMUNIST CITIES
René MATLOVI C! — Alena SEDLAKOVA?

Abstract: The study of transformation processes of intra-orlsdructures has a crucial
importance when analysing such a changeable phemomas the post-communist city.
Simple registration and description of the curretéte of spatial intra-urban structure of
town appear to be insufficient; it is needful tg mphasis on identification and analysis of
the processes that change the spatial structuteweh and its partial intra-urban structures.
Thus the given contribution brings a survey of gigant transformation processes of post-
communist cities as well as identifies them intrefato their appearance in the urban zones.
The second part of the article outlines the casedysbn suburbanisation in the hinterland of
PreSov, which is the third largest town in Slovakia
Key words: transformation process, post-communist city, suénigation,
commercialisation,  gentrification, revitalisation, recession and urban fallow,
deindustrialisation, demilitarisation, sacralisatiq functional fragmentation, separation

Transformation processes of intra-urban strustare distinguished by the differential
level of complexity of their effect. When studyitige changes of intra-urban structures of
town, it is therefore needful to study the effemfti€ertain transformation processes within the
partial intra-urban structures - physical (morphaial), functional and social-
demographical. Though the above partial structiaeswell as their changes are inter-
connected, their evolution and temporality is ddéfg. As Matlové points out in another
work (Matlovi¢, R., 2002), the social-demographical intra-urbmacsure shows the highest
dynamics. On the other hand, the strongest resistentypical for the morphological intra-
urban structure. The changes of social-demograpbktcacture are subsequently projected
into the changes of functional and morphologicaraiurban structure. We distinguish
complextransformation processes (changing all three adairttra-urban structurespartly
complex transformation processes (changing two partiakaintban structures), and
elementarytransformation processes (changing one intra-udiarcture). These processes
(especially elementary and partly complex) mightnbgtually conditioned. (Matlovi R.,
2001)

Differential behaviour in certain parts of tows another significant feature of

transformation processes. Hence there arises #ebfoethe allocation of smaller observation
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zones within a town in order to study the effedtt-ansformation. With respect to spatial and
morphological development of towns it is possildespecify five basic zones: A Historical
core (old city), B Inner city, C Villa neighbourhd®, D Housing estates, E Outer city. The
historical centre is represented by the medievak cof city organism with its close
surroundings. The inner city is formed by the debséd-up area usually enclosing the
historical core; the zone relates to the indusplase of urbanisation around the turn df 19
and 28" century. The villa neighbourhoods represent thsidemtial areas predominantly
consisting of family houses established during 268 century. Housing estates are rather
spacious complexes of the apartment blocks constiuduring the socialist urbanisation (in
the 1950s — 1980s). The outer city is represenyendrginal parts of town with less compact
build-up area. This zone is mainly formed by theaarof agglomerated rural settlements and
functionally heterogeneous areas (industry, stoteshnical infrastructure, agriculture,
recreation). Present works concerning transformatibspatial structure of post-communist
cities offer quite a solid classification of certairansformation processes. As L. Sykora
(2001) points out, the concepts and definitionsesfain processes rather differ. It depends to
the subject of the research and its epistemologindl methodological context. This causes
considerable terminological disunity that compksatthe whole scientific discursus
concerning this theme. In our survey we will attétgpspecify the definition of basic terms,
characterize some observed processes, and suggasmutual links, links to partial intra-

urban structures, as well as the links to the medi#y zones.
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Table 1: The main transformational processes, theftection in particular intra-urban structures dntheir
appearance in the urban zones

partial intra-urban physical (morphological) functional social-demodraal
structure
transformation suburbanisation (E) suburbanisation (E) suburbanisation (E)
process gentrification (B, A) commercialisation (A,E,B,D,C) gentrification (B,A)
revitalisation (A,B,C,D,E) [ deindustrialisation (B) segregation (B,D,E)
recession and urban fallgvdemilitarisation (B) separation (A,B,E)
(B,D,E) sacralisation (A,B,C,D,E) downgrading of social-economyc
functional fragmentation (A,B.E) [ status (D)

Zones: A - Historical core, B - Inner city, C - Milneighbourhoods, D - Housing estates, E - Ouiter ¢

Suburbanisationis the process that occurs in all partial intraamistructures of a town.
Hence it belongs to complex transformation processbe key space for suburbanisation is
so called suburban zone (E). Suburbanisation isexied with the development of new
settlement structures in suburban zone of a towew Nleveloping areas might be
concentrated around the compact town, but alsoviohailly scattered in many small
localities and rural settlements in wide surrougdinf a town. In the second case we speak
of so-calledurban sprawl From the functional point of view we distinguisdsidential and
commercial suburbanisation. Thus it is a develogreémesidential and commercial areas at
the expense of agriculture or unused lagiénfields) An important stimulating factor for

suburban development is the lower costs of land &odh the developers’ point of view,



rather undemanding way of project approval by tbeall self-government authorities.
(Sykora, L., 2001b). Other important factors thadition the process of suburbanisation are
the change of value orientation concerning thedezgie of upper middle classes, as well as
the development of individual motorization. Resitknsuburbanisation results in new
residential zones which might lie in contact witlc@mpact city or compact areas of rural
settlements situated in suburban zone. Very oftemet are residential suburbs amid the
agriculture country. From the morphological poihvew, suburbanisation is connected with
the process of selective or even so-called leap-dddition [eap-frogdevelopment). Seldom
Is the residential suburbanisation connected waWtalisation. In that case there is the
renovation of older rural settlement structuregeonstruction of the primary settlements or
the construction on free parcels. Residential dadmisation brings significant changes of
social-demographical intra-urban structure. Theas@conomic status and the way of life of
citylike inhabitants are in the conspicuous contreigh the autochthonous inhabitants of the
country. Commercial suburbanisation outcomes in fbwnation of commercial areas
consisting of hypermarkets, big shopping centred galleries, industrial zones with
production halls, stores, and distribution centrémlike residential suburbanisation,
commercial suburbanisation is strongly concentrated bound to morphological process of
continuous horizontal additionrilfbon developmeit Commercial areas develop along
highways and speedways near the main intersegmostly near the points of intersection of
radial and concentric edge communications, nearattports, or near the final stations of
subway or near other public transport lines). Shbamoisation depends on the size and
significance of a town. Most significant manifesgiat of suburbanisation could be found
around big cities and metropolises. Less signiticagns of suburbanisation are also found
near medium-sized towns.

Gentrification similarly as suburbanisation, is the process bdoncbncrete area within the
town. Younger inhabitants with higher social-ecmnostatus migrate into the older parts of
the inner city what results in the replacementldfgimary inhabitants with low social status,
the change of real property ownership, the rewiddion and modernisation of neglected
housing stock. (Sykora, L., 2001a) Gentrificatioas ltherefore the direct bond to social-
demographical and secondly morphological intra-nrbfaucture. The impact on functional
intra-urban structure is of less significance, lbseathe prevailing residential function
remains. In term of space, gentrification is clggelated to the inner city (B), in some case to
the historical core (A). Gentrification occurs mginin post-communist metropolises

(Budapest, Prague-Vinohrady).



Commercialisation is the process manifesting mostly within the fiowal intra-urban
structure. L. Sykora (1999) characterises it asitiseease of commercial areas (business,
services, commercial offices, etc.) at the expeonbeother, non-commercial activities
(housing, culture, education, etc.). Commercialsatconsequently activates changes in
morphological intra-urban structure (revitalisationtensification, addition). Very often it
occurs together with functional fragmentation. Tduect outcome of commercialisation is
the withdrawal of residential function. We distingh residential, service, and industrial
commercialisation. The main effects of residert@hmercialisation include the construction
of new condominiums; service commercialisation udels new shopping centres,
hypermarkets, shopping galleries, amusement anerimgt establishments. Industrial
commercialisation involves new industrial zones, peesally industrial parks.
Commercialisation occurs mainly in zone A, B, andtBke intensity of this process is
conditioned by the size and hierarchical signifezanf a town. The process is occurring at all
size and hierarchical scales of towns. The mamifiest of commercialisation in zone E is
more significant in big cities and metropolises.

Revitalisation is the process found in morphological intra-urbamucture. Revitalisation
belongs to the elementary transformation proces#iess the continuous adaptation,
reconstruction and expansion (horizontal and varaddition) of already existing objects, or
the substitution of old buildings by the new. Rahsation also includes the reconstruction of
transport communications, construction of pedestranes, adjustment and construction of
fine architecture mainly in the historical coretofvns. Revitalisation is conditioned by the
processes that occur at the level of social-denpigeal (gentrification) and functional intra-
urban structure (commercialisation, functional fregtation). Generally it is initiated by the
ownership changes. Revitalisation might occur irci&y zones, though the most markedly in
the historical core (A).

Recession and urban falloveccur at the level of morphological intra-urbarusture. The
process is characterised by degradation of exidtinigl-up area, continuous deterioration of
technical and aesthetic state of building objeaots streets. Extremely, there might be a total
abandonment of building objects and their spontaseor directed liquidation (fallow
process). Recession might be conditioned by varfmasesses at the level of functional
(deindustrialisation, demilitarisation) or sociamographical (segregation, ghettoisation)
intra-urban structure. Recession may be also donéil by the irresolution of ownership

together with legal disputes. In case the recessiaegulated, it might be understood as a



temporal continuous stage of morphological procegseceding the development phase.
Recession occurs in all city zones, especially,ibBnd E.

Functional fragmentation is the process occurring at the level of functioméra-urban
structure. It relates to the postmodernist trenefgoring polyfunctionality and functional
interfusion of city areas to the strict spatial agpion of functions. The process is
characterised by the continuous segmentation ofhd¢dy monofunctional objects and areas
into smaller units which further, as a result offatent organisation, exploitation, or
ownership, profile to fill different functions. Fational fragmentation is mostly evident in
zone A and B (it is the fragmentation of office age- distinctively typical for small and
middle-sized cities) and in zone E (fragmentatiénindustrial areas, storage facilities and
permanent facilities of agriculture production).nEtional fragmentation is conditioned by
commercialisation.

Deindustrialisationis the process related to functional intra-urbacsure characterised by
reduction of industrial areas, storage facilitiesl dechnical infrastructure (f. e. functionless
ports) at the expense of other functions or unwseds. The process is conditioned by the
transformation of industrial production, its traimsi into the post-fordian model and by the
changes of localisation factors of industry. Deistdalisation might be also conditioned by
the environmental factor that is to eliminate thegative impact of improperly situated
industry on the quality of environment. Deindudisation influences the industrial areas in
the inner city (B).

Demilitarisation occurs at the level of functional intra-urban stawe. It is characterised by
reduction of areas used for military purpose. Dearikation is to a certain extent related to
the changes of military-political situation and itaity doctrine after the end of Cold War and
to the withdrawal of Soviet occupation army fromvesal European post-communist
countries. Demilitarisation affected mostly theitaily areas in the inner city (zone B).
Sacralisationis the process operating at the level of funcliontra-urban structure. In the
truest sense of the word it is the extension ofadagpace at the expense of secular area,
where the sacral means the space exclusively es$dov the sacral and cultish purposes. In
the broad sense of the word sacralisation is utmtEisas the expansion of the space reserved
for fulfilment of religious functions. In that casee include here churches, chapels,
monasteries, convents, administrative church glsli church schools, shops with religious
materials, and other church facilities. Sacralsatias been influenced by the restoration of
freedom of religion in post-communist countrieseTgrocess is influenced by the religiosity

rate of population (f. e. sacralisation is moreemsive in Polish and Slovak cities than in



Czech and German). Sacralisation impacts the mbygioal intra-urban structure
(revitalisation, horizontal addition) in all citypmes.

Separationis the process occurring at the level of social-ographical intra-urban structure.
It is the spatial separating of a certain grouppebple on the basis of social-economic
features. It is an active and free separation enhbiksis of own preferences. People, who
participate in the process, are usually of highasiad-economic status. As the result of
separation, there appear closed, isolated and aftemded residential areas, sometimes
combined with commercial facilities. In literatunee can find a term for the areas#adels.
(Marcuse, P. - van Kempen, R., 2000) Process draépn is connected with formation of
so-calleddual city that appears as a result of social-spatial palaois, even dualisation.
There is increase in rich and poor inhabitants decrease in middle classes. Dualisation
brings close spatial concentration of the two ewgesocial groups within the city area
(processes of separation and segregation). Newetstappear both in the zone A as well as
the zone B (gentrificated complexes and new res@ecomplexes of condominiums) and
also in the outer zone E, where grow up closeddeesial suburbiagated communitigs
(Sykora,L., 2000c) Thus the separation has a dimgctto the processes of suburbanisation,
gentrification, revitalisation, and addition.

Segregationis the process operating at the level of socialafmaphical intra-urban
structure. The process has resembling reasonspasatien and is connected with social
polarisation and dualisation. It is the spatialasafion of population on the basis of his low
social-economic status or ethnic, racial, and i@lig features. Segregation, however, does not
follow from the realisation of own preferences afpplation, but from his open or latent
discrimination by the major population. Hence ittiee enforced spatial separation. An
extreme case of segregation is so-called ghetimmsabhettoes arise mostly in devastated and
neglected parts of towns. Thus it is possible &celin a strong link of segregation to the
processes of recession at the level of morpholbgntea-urban structure. Segregation is
evident in the zone B, D and E.

Downgrading/regression of social-economic statissthe process operating at the level of
social-demographical intra-urban structure. It igradual decrease in social-economic status
of population without spatial movement of this plgpion within the city organism. The
process is connected with the particularities connog formation of social-demographical
intra-urban structure of towns in post-communist eith attempt to establish an egalitarian
city. Housing policy led to the formation of spagsoresidential units with similar housing

conditions, populated by various social-profesdigmaups, what contributed to elimination



of disparities in social-economic status amongrésédential units. Some studies (e.g. Bezak,
A., 1987) proved that the post-communist cities hadn therefore internally differentiated,
especially from the perspective of family statuattts from the demographical indicators.
Factor ecology studies of Polish cities have besittee social-spatial status dimensions
identified the dimensions of family status. ¢@tawowicz, G., 1988) This development
resulted in the existence of residential areasnmus phase of life cycle (concerning families
and houses). Hence, we consider it a key factordgression process of social-economic
status. Regression arises mainly in residentiahsar@ith population who got into the
advanced phase of life cycle. Traverse into theaglel pension is closely connected with the
decrease in incomes, power share, and social geestnd thus the general pauperisation of
population and whole city parts. The status regoassight be also identified in members of
other life-cycle phase (with relation to increasumgemployment); however, it rarely gains
such reflection in city space as the regressioritiomed by the transition into the advanced
phase of life-cycle. Status regression in city spacconnected with older housing estates
from the 1950s and 1960s (zone D).

Process of suburbanisation — a case study in thentérland of PreSov

In the following part of the contribution we wdescribe some significant features and
indicators of suburbanisation using the case studlye hinterland of PreSov, the third largest
town in Slovakia. The article is especially aimeédhe aspect of selective migration, spatial
differentiation of housing conditions in suburbame, social and economic segregation, the
collapse of social and geographical hierarchiesy @ommercial activities and their
distribution.

Migrations from central town to suburban zonesizedl by households with higher
social status is generally a typical feature ofusblnisation. The town is distinguished by the
fall of migration increase, gradually changing imagration decrease of its population. On the
contrary, the hinterland of a town and the surranmd/illages notice the inflow of citylike
immigrants who participate in residential suburkation in that area. However, the intensity of
migration within the suburban zone is distributedequally. There is a qualitative and
quantitative selection, namely the number of imiangs, their education, origin, and the target
area they have selected. These tendencies havebealingly observed in the town of PreSov.

Table 1: Population movement balance in PreSov in 1991 3200
| YEAR | [Number off Migration increasef  Natural increase) Total incedas ||




population decrease decrease decrease
Abs. %o abs. %o abs. %o

1991 87 475 656 7,5 823 9,4 1479 16,9
1992 88 954 292 3,3 812 9,1 1104 12,4
1993 90 058 100 1,1 805 8,9 905 10
1994 90 963 484 5,3 566 6,2 105( 11,
1995 92 013 168 1,8 506 5,5 674 7,3
1996 92 687 -12 -0,1 472 51 460 5
1997 93 147 -70 -0,8 384 4,1 314 3,4
1998 93 461 -24 -0,3 353 3,8 329 3,5
1999 93 790 -111 -1,2 298 3,2 187 2
2000 93 977 -127 -1,4 208 2,2 81 0,9
2001 92 774 -207 -2,2 122 1,3 -85 -0,9
2002 92 584 -366 -3,9 132 1,4 -234 -2,5
2003 92 375 -471 -5,1 132 1,4 -339 -3,7
total: 312 5613 5925

Source: The Statistical Office of SR

Table 2: Migration balance of PreSov and its hinterland coonities in 1996-2003

96 -

comMuniTy | 1998 | 1997| 1998 199ﬂ 2000 2041 20»)2 21‘ 003
Migration increase/ decreaso)

Bzenov 87D 7,03 559 -139 -1823 -2,74 9,67 0,04 1,01
[Dulova Ves 0,00 17,98 10,70 1,76 -3,51 152% 6,71 10,10 7,37
[Fintice 547 -2,04 1082 16,58 6,47 11,10 3,08 16,36 7,11
Haniska 7,68 -1,90 15,04 -1530 7,60 5,33 29,31 -10,34  4,6¢
Janov 000 -394 11,99 0,09 -1573 3,61 -7,09 14,53 0,41
Kapusany 13891 620 204 -050 759 1124 -244 341 517
Kendice 820 -479 1152 860 12,31 6,16 123 061 5,44
Cubotice 19,08 352 1,74 1808 8,04 -6,29 46,13 33,17 1544
Maly Saris 181 527 168 -660 -159 -1242 458 872 0,14
[Petrovany 486 19,21 1661 -648 0,00 14,70 21,73 1523 10,74
[Podhradnik 6,08 604 303 9,26 -893 4532 588 29,07 10,44
[Radatice -8,96 -13,00 -14,27 11,78 1,30 -526 -39 0,00 -4,0%
[Rokycany 459 3,01 -297 -148 284 000 4,03 -397 0,74
Ruska Nova Ves 9,07 -3,3 -10,20 4,41 12,04 651 -638 6,30 22¢
Teriakovce 5,17 -23,7% -13,30 0,00 12,95 23,02 253 10,23 2,13
Verky Saris 19,87 0,00 -30,00 1017 9,71 6,62 -19.87 0,00 -0,43
Vy3na Sebastova 8,010,094 0,00 000 3,00 523 19,65 23,14 8,6
Zaborské 468 234 694 -234 47,40 5353 26,48 12,20 18,9(
Zupsany 0,00 16555 7,78 -3,39 11,07 7,43 1237 8,84 7,56
Pre3ov -018 -0,74 -0,26 -1,18 -1,3§ -2,23 -395 -510 -1,81

Source: The Statistical Office of SR

Recent analysis has shown (table 2, map 1) thatuharban zone of PreSov was in 1996 — 2003
spatially differentiated in terms of migration irese of population. Villages that noticed the
highest average annual migration increase (ové)lihcludeLubotice, Zaborské, \rey Saris,
and Petrovany. Rather high migration increase (3d0was also identified in Dulova Ves,
Haniska, Fintice, Kapusany, Kendice, Podhradik,ndySebastova, and Ztany. Other villages
noticed either the less significant migration irmse (Bzenov, Maly Sari$, Rokycany, Ruskéa



Novéa Ves, and Teriakovce) or even migration de&ddanov, Radatice). In terms of absolute
number, the most people immigrated inerky Saris, Lubotice, Petrovany, Kapusany,
Kendice, Zaborské, Fintice, and Zugany (table 2).

An important factor, when identifying suburbanieati and evaluating the selective
migration and suburbanisation impact in the hiatedl is the origin of immigrants moving
towards the suburban zone. By the origin of immitgave mean the place from which the
immigrants moved (their former residence). An impot and peculiar feature to suburbanisation
is in that case rather high percentage of immigraamming from the town of PreSov. The
greatest share of immigrants from PreSov (over J&Bows the community d€anas and the
village of Vy3na SebastovaThe other villages with high share of immigraatsPreSov origin
(60 % - 70 %) includdubotice, Va’ky Sari§, Podhradik, and Haniska The immigrants of
PreSov origin predominate also in the villagezéborské, Maly Saris, and Fintice(50 % - 60
%). Immigrant comming from other, mostly neighbogricommunities and towns dominate in

the rest of our observed areas.

Map 1



MIGRATION BALANCE OF COMMUNITIES IN THE PRESOV DISTRICT
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Graph 1

The origin of immigrants comming into selected
communities of PreSov hinterland (1991 - 2002)
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Education of immigrants is another factor thattdbntes to social disparities among
people in suburban zone. People moving from theritown towards peripheries are usually of
higher social status, their education is mostlydacasic. Gradually, there might grow a
significant contrast between people from inner tamd its periphery. Within our research area
that encircles the town of PreSov we have idemtiftee communities which recorded a
significant increase of inhabitants with acadenaaaation emigrating from PreSov in last years.
Suburbanisation is quite well developed in thesaroanities.

In 1991 the highest share of highly educated irtaals were recorded ibubotice (6, 7
%), Haniska (5, 2 %) and Viey Saris (4, 2 %). Rather low share of people vétademic
education was found in Janov, Podhradik, RokycRayglatice, Teriakovce, and Zaborské (map
2a). In the end of 1990s the situation is changBeyeral communities come to the fore, the
number of people with academic education is growihgre rather markedly (map 2b).
Significant changes in education structure, esfigdtee growth of highly educated people, were
identified inLubotice, Podhradik, Haniska, Vy3na Sebastova, z&band Viky Saris with its

community of Kanas.



Fig. 2: The development of the share of inhabitavits academic education in the hinterland of Prefo%991- 2001.
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there is a qualitative selection. People comming
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the city and with a quality infrastructure. Ney
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Fig.3: Residential suburbanisation in the
hinterland of PreSov

constructions and areas in the community of

Velky Sari§, Kanas, Zaborskdubotice, and

Teriakovce. In the near future it is possible to
identify suburbanisation processes (with regard to
the number of building permits and structure of
builders) also in Vy3na Sebastova, Teriakovce,
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Commercial suburbanisation and its impact in thertterland of PreSov

As we have already mentioned, resident

suburbanisation is followed by the move of jg
openings and commercial activities from the cen

and inner city into its suburban zone. This

accompanied by the rise of new activities and t "--& Al -
SE
permanencies, i.e. commercial suburbanisation, Fi
can in its advanced phase lead into existencevaf

marginal towns competing with the original

agglomeration. Eventually, the suburbanisati
process may end in the change from a mono-cer
urban structure into a polycentric one. Commerg

areas - shopping centres, hypermarkets, superrsar|

department stores, warehouses, industrial objeats 38

services and car stores, and services of vari

development. They concentrate along important nalrhscommunlcatlons slip roads and

railways leaving the central city. Commercial arags distributed unevenly and sporadically on

greenfields. They take and fill the areas formerly
exploited by agriculture. The model of such
suburban development is slowly proving in the
hinterland of PreSov as well. There are several

areas with the concentration of commercial

objects in this town. They show the highest

density along the main roads leaving the city: the

international communications E 50, 1/68, the
highway D1 PreSov — Budimir, and the first classdrar. 18. We can find there the following
streets: the Bardejovska Street, Duklianska Sti€eSicka Street, Lewska Street, and the
Petrovanska Street (see photos).

However, the processes of commercial suburbanmsatiohe town of PreSov are of less
significance, therefore their impact is rather las well. Still there might be observed some
problems such as unregulated development, fragt@mtaf land, high heavy trafficked roads,

impersonalization, and many others. In the PreS@a d@here are many commercial objects



situated not exclusively along the important comioations, but they can be also found in
housing estates and near the centre (e.g. Kauihattte housing estate of Sidlisko lll., Billa in
the housing estate of Smly). On that account we state the opinion that ¢cbexmercial

suburbanisation in the hinterland of PreSov is mows initial phase of development.
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