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Call For Papers

The 2013 2nd International Conference on Social Science and Education (ICSSE 2013) will be held on December 24-
25, 2013, Hong Kong. 2012 International Conference on Social Science and Education (ICSSE 2012) has been held
on December 27-28, 2012, Xiamen, China. ICSSE 2012 has been indexed by Web of Science CPCI-SSH.

ICSSE 2013 will be the most comprehensive conference focused on the various aspects of advances in Social
Science and Education. Our conference provides a chance for academic and industry professionals to discuss recent
progress in the area of Social Science and Education.

The goal of this conference is to bring together the researchers from academia and industry as well as
practitioners to share ideas, problems and solutions relating to the multifaceted aspects of Social Science and
Education. The complete list of topics are updating. Please check the Call for Papers section.

All accepted papers will be published in Advances in Education Research (ISSN:2160-1070), which will be indexed
by Web of Science, CPCI-SSH (ISSHP).

Advances in Education Research has been indexed by CPCI-SSH since the first volume, ICSSE 2012 has been
indexed by Web of Science, CPCI-SSH (ISSHP).
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ICSSE 2013 Preface

2013 2nd International Conference on Social Science and Education (ICSSE 2013) will be held on
December 24-25, 2013, Hong Kong. 2012 International Conference on Social Science and Education
(ICSSE 2012) has been successfully held on December 27-28, 2012, Xiamen, China. ICSSE 2012 has
been indexed by Web of Science CPCI-SSH.

Social science refers to the academic disciplines concerned with society and human behavior. "Social
science" is commonly used as an umbrella term to refer to anthropology, archaeology, criminology,
economics, education, history, linguistics, communication studies, political science, international
relations, sociology, human geography, and psychology, and includes elements of other fields as well,
such as law, cultural studies, environmental studies, and social work.

Education in its general sense is a form of learning in which knowledge, skills, and habits of a group
of people are transferred from one generation to the next through teaching, training, research, or
simple auto didacticism. Generally, it occurs through any experience that has a formative effect on
the way one thinks, feels, or acts.

The goal of ICSSE 2013 is to bring together the researchers from academia and industry as well as
practitioners to share ideas, problems and solutions relating to the multifaceted aspects of Social
Science and Education. Moreover, we are luckily invited speakers Prof. Gerald Schaefer come from
Loughborough University and Prof. Professor Wang Jun come from The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, they will share their researches in the first day of the conference.

All the papers have gone through a peer-review process for their originality and quality. The aim of
the symposium is to be a bilateral forum for researchers to present their latest findings and to
exchange ideas in the field of Social Science and Education. The topics covered in this book include:
Chapter 1: Education, Psychology and Education Application

Chapter 2: Economic, Finance and Finance Engineering

Chapter 3: Communication and Information Technology

Chapter 4: Society and Management Science

Chapter 5: Culture , Law and Political Science

Chapter 6: Others

We would like to gratefully acknowledge all the individuals (too numerous to list) who participated
in our technical committees and helped to reviewed the papers in these proceedings.

Finally, | hope the attendees benefit from the conference, and have a happy and meaningful journey
in Hong Kong.

ICSSE 2013
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Abstract. The study aims to determine the intensity of local, regional, national identity, based on the
geographical research applied to the model territory of the historical centre of cities, through the
names of streets and squares in the eight regional cities of Slovakia. This work largely deals with the
practical possibilities of the analysis of urban toponyms and their interpretation, which may be
interesting in the field of multidisciplinary studies, as we can see penetration of the topics like
sociology, history and geography. We will try to define basic tendencies in the process of street
nomenclature, while paying attention to the thematic focus of streets. Our ambition has been to verify
the statement that the names of streets, squares or parks in the historic centre of cities, serve as
indicators of the official views and ideological impressions on the political, social and historical
events, in the context of our central European region.

1. Introduction

The naming of streets, parks and squares refer to the significant historical events, social and cultural
manifestations, in which the city actively participated. This study analyses the current network of
streets in the historic centres of Bratislava, Trnava, Trenéin, Nitra, Banska Bystrica, Zilina, Kosice,
and PreSov. We will try to define basic tendencies in the process of street nomenclature, while we will
pay attention to their thematic focus.

As stated in [1], if the concept of a country should be scientifically fruitful and beneficial to
society, it must offer an explanation, which means an understanding of the human experience. If a
country is a cultural process between place and space, or cultural analogy of the physical environment
of the organism, i.e. relevant social environment of the individual, then toponyms are potentially
interesting matter in the evaluation.

2. Research Objectives

What role do the personalities play in the naming of the streets? What meaning do geographical
toponyms have in the hierarchy of the toponyms of cities? Which identity does dominate? These are
just few research questions, to which we will try to find answers throughout this work.
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In general, the basic problem of toponymic works is the lack of clear, theoretical reasoning, i.e.
whether there is any sense in analysing geographical names. What interesting information can
toponyms mediate? Toponyms can help us to identify physical or cultural and geographical elements.
They can clarify the settlement processes of certain territory or ethnic composition of the population.

3. Theoretical Framework

In the context of geography, the influence of linguistic theory has drawn attention to the culture as a
uniform and normative set of traditions, models, opinions, and material artefacts. Within the cultural
geography, the traditional concept of culture has been replaced by the theory of cultural policy
(interests). This theory is based on the opinion that everyday activities undertaken in the society are
the competition of different cultural ideas and arguments in the struggle for power [2].

Local names or toponyms play an important role in geographical research. Although in the
traditional society of social scientists, it prevails the stereotype thinking that geography is mainly
dedicated to physical and geographical description and spatial distribution of population and services
in the country; cultural geography gradually transforms these archaic prejudices about the position of
geography in the system of social and behavioural sciences.

The desire of cultural geography is to focus on the patterns and interactions of human culture,
material as well as immaterial, in a relation to the natural environment. It also tries to reconstruct
migration links between the regions in time and space. An important part of the research in cultural
geography is a perceptive understanding of the region, which is based on searching for various forms
of identities that formed or form certain region [3.4,5].

Toponyms are not just abstract names in the spatial structure of cities, but they represent the
construct of social and power relations, through which the identity of the city and society is being
formed [6].

[7] Authors emphasize the fact that certain urban spaces symbolize for people and politicians
place, with an important cultural and historical potential. These places mostly were named after some
famous person with a good reputation, or an event, which influenced national interests in a positive
way.

The streets are different by their length, width, function, but also by their meaning. Political elites
are aware of the symbolic power of toponyms, by which the central space in cities is named. After the
change of political regime as it was e.g. in Slovakia and in Czechia in 1989, it came to the revision of
the historical facts, mostly those that formed the part of modern history.

On the initial level, the street nomenclature serves as a set of characters, that enables our
orientation in the urban space. The name of the street creates in our minds a range of mental images,
thanks to which we can create a portrait of some personality, phenomenon or event that is bound to
the certain toponym.

4. Methodology

In our article, we adhered to the methodology of the work of the author — [8], who analysed the
toponyms in eight Central European cities. The purpose of their contribution was the reflection of the
identity of the cities, based on their names in space and time. By their comparison, they came to the
common conclusion, that the street names reflect a common history, culture, and political processes
which were a part of the wider region of Central Europe.

To achieve the maximum consistency, it was necessary to set the precise criteria for complex
classification, using lexicographical and historical interpretation dictionaries of the selected
toponyms. By the actual identification of toponyms, we divided different names by scale into the
following groups: local scale, local identity (analysing the city in its administrative borders),
regional scale, regional identity (city’s association with a wider region, e.g. PreSov region and its



Sistorical, statistic regions), national scale, national identity (which is bound to a state), international
scale (toponyms that are connected with the people, events or concepts out of Slovakia).

Other classification characterized toponyms by the theme. The set of streets was classified into 5
Basic groups: personalities (men, women), geographical names, historical events/institutions, craft
wnd trade and the group of other toponyms.

5. Results

5.1 Urban Toponyms According to Genealogy

‘The highest proportion of the all analysed toponyms in the regional cities in Slovakia, is derived from
he surnames of famous personalities (45%) who significantly participated in the formation of society
5y their active contribution and involvement. Based on the more detailed analysis of toponyms
according to particular surnames, we can state that it highly prevails two subgroups.

The first group consists of personalities who contributed to the development of art and culture
‘poets, writers, painters, sculptors, architects). The street names derived from the personalities
working in the field of culture and art make up almost half (48%) of all personal toponyms.

The second proportionally significant subgroup is represented by the important personalities who
participated in the political and military leadership of the state (presidents, politicians, military
members, nobles, kings, revolutionaries, etc.). This group represents 24% share of all personal
toponyms. Therefore, we can claim that every fourth street in this category is named after a person
whose professional life was somehow bound to the politics or military (Fig. 1).

Gender emancipation is an important phenomenon regarding the names of the streets after
personalities. Female street names make up only 5% of the total of 237 streets having the names after
personalities.

PRESOV
KOSICF
ZILINA
# art and cuiturc
BANSKA BYSTRICA  politics
NITRA # church
B science

(IRENGIN ,, # business anc entrepreneurship
TRNAVA

BRATISLAVA

0 20 40 50 30 100

Fig. 1 Spatial distribution of toponyms related to personalities (total) %
Source: authors

Geography is the second most significant group after the personalities from which the street names
in the Slovak regional cities are derived. In this group, we have also selected several subgroups —i.e.
geographical names (rivers, places, regions, states, mountains, islands), location names (e.g. related
1o the area of the railway station or bus station, describing particular architectonic buildings of the
city or city quarters and neighbourhoods, etc.); names including signs determining the direction,
shape of an object, and biological attributes (Fig. 2).

This category involves 214 (41 %) from the total number of 520 analysed streets. The most
numerous subgroup in the category of Geography are the streets with location names (146 streets).
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Fig. 2 City toponyms according to genealogy — basic groups (%)
Source: Authors

5.2 Urban Toponyms According to Spatial Importance (Scale)

The following subchapter summarizes the spatial importance (scale) of urban toponyms. Figure 3
shows that in the eight regional cities the local (urban) toponyms (50%) dominate. The second largest
group involves the national toponyms (33%). Regional toponyms account only a small proportion

(4%). International names, names of foreign states and cities involved 13% of the all examined
streets.

PRESQV

KoSiCE
2iiNA
= #local scale

BANSKA BYSTRICA

# regional scale

NITRA @ national scals

= forcign scale

TRENCIN
TRNAVA
BRATISIAVA

Fig. 3 City toponyms according to spatial importance (scale) %
Source: authors

The size of the settlement and its importance were the most important factors affecting the
frequency in the spatial distribution of international toponyms. The highest share of international
streets was identified in the cities with the highest population: Bratislava — the capital city (20%),
PreSov (18%) a Kosice (15%).

The international toponyms of Czech origin are the most frequent. A high proportion of these
streets is natural, if we take into consideration the cultural proximity of both nations and the common
state of Czechs and Slovaks for over seven decades.  *
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The second place, in terms of the number of international toponyms according to their origin, is
occupied by Russia. These are mostly toponyms derived from the cultural and political personalities.
Among the analysed cities, there are 5 Russian toponyms in Bratislava (Gorky Street, Tchaikovsky
Street, Dostojevsky Street., Lomonosov Street, Moscow Street) and the other 4 are located in Kosice
(Tchaikovsky Street, Gorky Street, Lermontov Street, and Pushkin Street).

The third place is occupied by Israel. These are mostly the toponyms of religious nature. The
message of the Judeo-Christian heritage is hidden in the street names of Israeli origin. There are 2
toponyms in Bratislava (John Street and Anna Street) and Trnava (Jericho Street, Jerusalem Street),
one toponym in Nitra (Marian Street), and one in Zilina (Marian square).

It is necessary to note that the same international street name occurs in several cities e.g.
Tchaikovsky Street (Bratislava, KoSice), Gorky Street (Bratislava, Kosice) or /st of May Square
(Trengin, Bratislava).

6. Summary

The set of analysed toponyms represents the reflection of some territory. On the example of the main
streets and squares located in the Slovak regional cities, we have tried to interpret the space, which
has always been a centre of business, social and cultural life of the city. The high costs in this location
determine this place just for the profit-making activities (shops, offices, financial institutions). This is
the most accessible area of the city and there is also the highest population turnover. The street names
reflect Christian—Slavic tradition of our state that has been many times exposed to the possible
extinction (World War L, IL.).

Based on the research of identity, expressed through the toponyms in the historical centres of
Slovak regional cities, we came to the following conclusions. From the spatial point of view, the local
and national identities are the most important. At he same time, the frequency of a variety of
international and regional toponyms in the historical city centres is a subject matter of the specific
conditions of development of the city.

From the point of view of dominant themes, the top three positions are occupied by the names of
localities, personalities in the field of art, culture, and politics. The names of the localities are mainly
related to local identity, since they describe a position or relationship to the significant place such as
the area around the railway/bus stations, markets, architectural buildings (castle, church, palace), or
other functional buildings in the city (hospital, court, administrative buildings, etc.). The
representation of international toponyms depends on the size of the city and the number of its
population. The highest proportion of international toponyms was recorded in the cities with the
highest number of population.
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