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I.
The aim of the paper is to highlight the importance of Czech and/or Czechoslovak subjects for the development of tourism at the Adriatic Coast of former Yugoslavia in the first half of the 20th century, before the advent of mass tourism into the region. Czechoslovakia originated as an independent state in 1918, after the breakup of Austrian-Hungarian monarchy and ceased to exist in 1993 when it was split up into two countries – the Czech Republic and Slovakia. In this text we stress the historical connections of Czechoslovakia, an inland country located in Central Europe, with Yugoslavia, through tourism. Relations of Czechs and Slovaks with the Eastern Adriatic Coast were very close and evolved into a specific tourist culture whose roots can be found well before 1918. Therefore we do not focus only on interwar tourism of vacationers from Czechoslovakia in Yugoslavia, but also on activities and initiatives of (mainly) Czech subjects at the eastern Adriatic Coast (especially that part which is called Dalmatia) before 1918. 

Dalmatia is a region on the eastern coast of the Adriatic Sea and is situated chiefly in contemporary Croatia. It spreads between the island of Rab in the northwest and the Bay of Kotor in Montenegro, in the southeast (Map 1). The best and most well known Croatian Adriatic resort towns and cities are located in Dalmatia: Dubrovnik, Split, Trogir, Zadar, and Makarska. The more famous islands of Croatia, such as Korčula, Hvar, Brač and Vis, are also located in Dalmatia. In the wider sense (not strictly geographical) Dalmatia stretches up to Rijeka in north, to include also Kvarner region. In this text we will use the name Dalmatia in this wider sense, including Kvarner region with famous Krk Island. 
Map 1. The Adriatic Coast of Croatia
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Source: http://chorvatsko.atour.sk/
II.
Although organized tourism was developing in various parts of Europe in the course of the 19th century, especially in its second half, and brought prosperity as well as economic and social development of those areas that were building tourism up (e.g. in England, later on in coastal resorts of France, Italy etc.), the economic and commercial role of Dalmatia from the beginning of the 19th century was decreasing. As John Allcock claims, the unification of Yugoslavia after 1918 confirmed this decline due to the dominant position of hinterland Serbia in political and economic life of Yugoslavia. As a consequence, the Serbs were enforcing a predominantly continental view of the country´s needs for trade and communication. “Although rail links had been constructed to the coast by the Austrians during annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the new Yugoslav state developed its political and economic life around axes which marginalized most of the littoral region… Split was the only coastal town which in the interwar period succeeded in maintaining any impetus of industrial or commercial development” (Allcock, 1983: 36).


Allcock points out that it was the rise of tourist industry as a factor which tended to run counter to the general economic decline of the Adriatic coast in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The tourist industry was developing mainly in Istria due to the building of railways during the 1870s – Trieste developed strong rail links with Austria and Rijeka with Hungarian part of the Empire. But by far the most important of all resorts was Opatija where 40,000 visitors were recorded in the season 1908. It was especially this part of the Eastern Adriatic coast that emerged as one of the major tourist regions in Europe in last two decades of the 19th century. Some great hotels were built at the end of the 19th century, e.g. Hotel Kvarner in Opatija in 1884, Hotel Therapija in Crikvenica in 1894, and Hotel Imperial in Dubrovnik in 1897. They were all constructed with either Austrian or Hungarian money, and the clientele tended to be of similar origin. However, the situation changed after the First World War. Istria was annexed by Italy and hotels in Istria suffered because Italians preferred to develop their resorts on the other side of the Adriatic or in Liguria region of north-western Italy (the Ligurian Sea). Moreover, wealthy Russian aristocrats and bourgeois families constituting a significant part of the clientele of Opatija disappeared from the resort after the Russian revolution in 1917. However, with the new Yugoslav state a new professional and business class emerged, and domestic tourism became an important part of the total tourist trade. 
For our topic it is important (and this fact is stressed also by Allcock), that after establishment of Czechoslovakia in 1918 this country began to provide a new wave of vacationers to Dalmatia (although Czechs travelled to Dalmatia also before 1914, as will be shown later), so that by the year 1938 visitors from Czechoslovakia made up a quarter of the flow of foreign tourists in Yugoslavia (Allcock, 1983: 37-38). This link of Czechs and Slovaks with (primarily) Dalmatian coast has been long-term and quite stable, although depending on the political circumstances that allowed – as in the interwar period or after 1989 – or not allowed visitors from Czechoslovakia to come. (The latter can be illustrated by an order from the Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior which banned touristic travels to Yugoslavia on August 1948 as a consequence of the expulsion of Yugoslavia from the Soviet bloc. This event demonstrates how tourism was firmly associated with ideological disputes in communist regimes. The ban of August 1948 meant a breach in tourist relations between Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. Czechoslovak tourism in Yugoslavia did not resume until 1956 (Tchoukarine, 2007)).

In order to understand reasons why vacationers from Czechoslovakia visited Yugoslavia in such noticeable numbers it might be helpful to make a brief note on political atmosphere in Czechoslovakia in the interwar period. Prior to the Second World War, at a time when other Central European countries were falling under the influence of fascism, the Czechoslovak Republic, guided by the moral leadership of its first president Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk, was “radically democratic”, governed by the tradition of soft-centre consensus politics. This was “translated into policies seeking to retain social cohesion through state intervention in education, health, transport and, to a lesser degree, housing. As a result, legal and social differences between workers and bourgeoisie were largely eliminated and there were significant improvements in labour laws, health care, security of tenure and unemployment assistance” (Cooper and Morpeth, 1998: 2260). Such welfare policy enabled some citizens to participate in various vacation activities outside their home environment, and a significant part of these activities was taking place (also for reasons that will be mentioned later) in interwar Yugoslavia. Another, maybe even more crucial factor shaping the flow of holidaymakers from Czechoslovakia, was its industrialization that was developing, especially in Czech lands, from the second half of the 19th century (i.e. in pre-Czechoslovakia period), and culminated during the interwar Czechoslovakia. 

Let us come back to the tourism in Yugoslavia in first decades of the 20th century. In spite of the already mentioned setbacks Allcock (1983) claims that there was a continuous expansion of the tourist trade in Yugoslavia in the interwar period. Particular resorts which were dominant before, such as Opatija, suffered a relative decline, but resorts further south of Istria began to develop. “It was in this period that places such as Dubrovnik and Split experienced a rapid expansion, together with resorts on the Dalmatian islands” (p. 38). Allcock gives following figures for numbers of visitors in some principal Yugoslav resorts in 1938: Dubrovnik 58,050; Split 37,820; Sušak 25,508; Rab 15,976; Hvar 4,537; Korčula 4,490; and Opatija, in Italian hands at that time, 37,304 tourists.

Consequently, seaside tourism served as an engine of enhancement for a local economy in Dalmatia, especially after the First World War. A very similar development was described by Battilani and Fauri (2009) in their case study of the Italian province of Rimini on the other side of the Adriatic Coast. Tourism was the first non-agricultural economic activity to be developed there. Batillani and Fauri point out that the growth of seaside tourism in Rimini was some decades behind the development of bathing establishments in England and coastal regions of northern Europe. They identify three principal factors causing this delay, and, in our view, two of them are valid also for the region of Dalmatia: the distance of the coast from the large industrial and administrative cities of that period, and the general economic backwardness of the country, which slowed the formation of the demand for tourist services.

The above mentioned factors could explain why Yugoslav economic historians generally avoid any mention of the importance of tourism in this period – the fact noticed by Allcock (1983). However, Allcock points out that after 1932 the income from tourism made an important contribution to correcting the economic deficit of the country and claims that tourism probably helped to rescue not only the economic fortunes of Dalmatia, but of the whole Yugoslavian state. This contribution was overshadowed by the massive legacy of isolation and backwardness in the area. Various commentators also pointed out to the economic difficulties of the region with no industry and they agree that the size of the agricultural population of Dalmatia far exceeded the capacity of the available productive land (Allcock, 1983). The input of tourism in this area was, therefore, very important and productive, and Czechoslovak visitors played a significant role in this process (see Table 1).
Table 1: Czechoslovak tourists in Yugoslavia (1930-1948) and their respective percentage 

  among foreign tourists  
	Year
	Tourists from Czechoslo-vakia (in number)
	Percentage of Czechoslovaks among foreign tourists (%)

	1930
	43,708
	17.1

	1933
	63,947
	29.5

	1936
	68,337
	26.4

	1938
	39,901
	13.9

	
	
	

	1946
	 2,533
	

	1947
	19,335
	31.3

	1948*
	22,258
	36.2


*Until 5 August 1948

Sources: Tchoukarine, 2006; Allcock, 1989; Vesnik turizma i ugostitjelstva, 1949.
In their study focused on Rimini at the Italian Adriatic coast Battilani and Fauri (2009) draw a picture of the evolution of tourism after the First World War and highlight the arrival of a new social class in the Adriatic seaside resorts, consisting of office workers, professionals, traders, etc. By analogy it can be said that the development of Adriatic resorts in the region of Dalmatia was probably also based on creating “structures capable of accommodating the middle classes who had by now begun to frequent the area’s beaches” (Batillani & Fauri, 2009: 32). They certainly included an above-mentioned new professional and business class that emerged with the new Yugoslav state. As will be shown, in many cases there were also Czechoslovak subjects who themselves created such structures for accommodation of their citizens (mostly also from middle classes) at the Adriatic Coast of Yugoslavia.

III.
It was the travel agency Čedok (its name abbreviated from “Československá dopravní kancelář” – Czechoslovak Travel Agency) which played the major role in a development of organized tourism in Czechoslovakia. Čedok was established in Prague in 1920 and soon and for many decades became the biggest tour operator in Czechoslovakia. In 1922 Čedok already had its foreign branches in Wien, London and Paris. In the early 1920s Čedok organized tours and trips within Czechoslovakia, predominantly using railways as a means of transportation (the most popular were trips to High Tatras in Slovakia). Since 1925 Čedok for the first time published its catalogue of tours abroad and started its international expansion. Of course, it could not compete with the established British tour operator Wagon-lit that had a hegemony offering rail trips and tours over the Europe, in comfortable coaches and sleeping cars. Therefore Čedok began to specialize in bus tours and later also in the air travel.  The famous tours of Čedok were trips to such places that were not covered by railways (some mountain passes in Swiss and Austrian Alps that Čedok buses reached as the first travel company). But probably the most popular were Čedok’s vacation tours to parts of the Adriatic Coast that were quite inaccessible and unknown by tourists before – vacationers were carried there by the most modern (at that time) Praga coaches. Nevertheless, the website of Čedok travel agency reminds that first Czech tourists arrived to some Dalmatian resorts by wains with horses and their activities served as an impetus for a road construction in the region of Dalmatia. Čedok vacationers mainly colonized islands. The Krk Island became a symbol of such expansion. If we can trust sources provided by the Čedok web page (http://www.cedok.cz/Cedok/Historie.aspx), a significant part of accommodation capacities at Krk were controlled by Čedok in early parts of the tourist development there. Tchoukarine mentions three hotels owned by Czechs at Krk – Baška, Strnad, Adria (founded before 1914), and a house called “Bratislavská péče o mládež” (Bratislava Youth Care – founded after 1918).
Although the role of Čedok was very important for the development of Czechoslovak tourism in Adriatic, it was not the only subject from this Central European country involved in building and developing tourism industry in Yugoslavia. Igor Tchoukarine found about 24 resorts on the Adriatic founded and managed by Czech people before and after the First World War. One of them was in Baška, located also at the Krk Island. We can mention it as an illustrative example of the town that developed as a tourist resort under the Czech influence before the First World War.
Baška was the town which had four thousand inhabitants at the beginning of the 20th century. There were no roads to Baška, it was possible to get there only with a steamer. In 1908 a building with 18 dressing cabins was erected on one of the biggest and most beautiful Adriatic beaches in Croatia located in Baška. It marked the beginning of organized activities in tourism in Baška, and the first 18 guests were registered in that year 1908 (http://www.chorvatsko.cz/tema/baskacesi.html).
In 1909 first Czechs arrived to Baška. One of them was Emil Geistlich, director of the Národní Politika printing house in Prague. He became a devotee of Baška, actively involved in the life of local community, and initiated the establishment of the „Bathing Cooperative Society: Croatian-Czech Sea and Climatic Bathing Beach Baška" in 1910. In the same year he built a prefabricated pavilion Zablaće which served as the first Czech restaurant in Baška. In that year, 960 guests were already registered in Baška. They were accommodated in local villas. The next year, in 1911, Geistlich opened the new Hotel Baška with 33 rooms which tripled the existing accommodation capacities in the town (the hotel was run by Geistlich’s wife Anna until 1938). He also printed the first promotional material – a brochure titled "Z pokoje rovnou do moře" ("From the bedroom straight to the sea"). 
Before the First World War Czechs were almost exclusive tourists in Baška, other nationalities appeared very rarely. Chrudina in his biography of Zdeňka Čermáková (she was invited as a young physician to Baška by Gesitlich family in 1910 and spent there the whole life until her death in 1968) points out that a word ‘Czech’ in those times was a synonym for ‘guest’, and local people easily learnt Czech language. In 1913 – 1914 2,000 guests visited Baška. After 1914, due to the war (and the Italian occupation of the area), tourist activities in Baška were discontinued. In 1921 Geistlich revived tourism in resort and the activities of the Croatian-Czech Sea and Climatic Bathing Beach Baška. In the second phase of tourism development during the interwar period vacationers from Czechoslovakia (Czechs and now also Slovaks) still formed the majority of guests, although the number of Austrians, Germans, Italians, Polish, Bulgarians and others was also increasing. In 1922 Emil Geistlich suddenly died at the age of 52. He was buried at Baška`s cemetery. The promenade in Baška carries the name of Emil Geistlich and at its beginning there is a monument devoted to Emil Geistlich, utemljitelj turisma u Baški (the founder of tourism in Baška) (Chrudina 2004).
Another very interesting example of the strong Czech influence on the development of tourism at the Adriatic coast of Yugoslavia was the activity of ‘Dubrovnická lázeňská a hotelová společnost’ (The Dubrovnik Seaside and Hotel Society), the Czech stock company that had its residence in Prague. In the Czech newspaper Lidové noviny from 25 January 1918 (in the article titled “The Czech Sea”) it is stated that this society has more than 250 shareholders and owns land, vineyards, and orchards, is very prosperous and that the interest of vacationers in the Czech Adriatic resort based in Dubrovnik area by this society is enormous. This Czech society established the resort in Kupari that became a famous tourist destination eight kilometres southeast of Dubrovnik, in a picturesque bay at the foot of southern Dalmatian hills. The famous Czech architect Jiří Stibral projected health spa establishments (hotels) for the Dubrovnik Seaside and Hotel Society between years 1919 and 1931 in Kupari and Srebarno, near Dubrovnik. 

Dubrovnik in particular had over many years developed strong associations with the Czechs, well before the existence of Czechoslovakia in 1918, as the story of the Dubrovnik society indicates. Furthermore, it was the Czech Ivan Harach who was responsible for the organization of the project to construct the Hotel Imperial in Dubrovnik, and it was his Verein für Fordenung der Volkswirtschaftlichen Interessen das Königreiches Dalmatien which was responsible for the building of several hotels along the coast already in the 1890s, including the Hotel Therapia in Crikvenica. These investments of Czech capital along the Adriatic coast came to take on political significance, for they were symbols of a visible campaign to defend Hungarian claims to the region. National awakening of local bourgeois groups that was realized mainly through widely-known literary activities was complemented by the organization of explicitly Slav investment projects (Allcock, 1989).
These connections of Czechs with the Dalmatian Adriatic Coast from the period before the First World War were cultivated and developed in Czechoslovakia after its establishment in 1918.  It was already mentioned that for the interwar Czechoslovak Republic after 1918 one of the guiding principles was the state intervention in education, health and social issues generally. So in the report of the Ministry of Public Health and Physical Education prepared for the Czechoslovak Parliament in 1926 we can read the priorities of the Ministry of Public Health. Among them prevention activities aimed to improve health of children are explicitly mentioned. Therefore it is necessary, the material states, to support very important activities of crechés for small children and sanatoriums for children, playgrounds and health resorts in coastal areas that are administered by Moravian Women House in Crikvenica, the Sanatorium of the Adriatic society in Crikvenica and the Workers' Association for State Employees in Vis island (which had a house called Masaryk House on Vis island, named after the first President Masaryk). They were also another recreational centres existed in the interwar period owned by Czechoslovak subjects, for example different associations sending sick children to the sea, like the Centre Marijan Dvorac for children on Lapad (Lapad is a residential suburb of Dubrovnik that lies about 3 kilometres northwest of the Old town). In Crikvenica, there was also a house for children administered by the "Božena Němcová Association”, the convalescent home of Marie Steyskalová (where more than 7,000 children were cured for the period of two months) and the resort Mojmír administered by “Spolek jadranských ozdravoven a léčeben” (the Association of the Adriatic Health and Curing Establishments) – to mention just a few examples.
When we take a more detailed view at statistics of overnight stays in Yugoslavia by nationality in 1930s (Allcock gives figures for 1933-1938 years), we can see that in those years visitors from Czechoslovakia were by far visitors with the greatest number of overnight stays among all foreign nationalities – Czechoslovak citizens represented approximately one third of all foreign overnight stays. For instance, in 1935 there were registered 1,514,370 of foreign overnight stays in Yugoslavia, from which 549,597 was represented by Czechoslovaks, followed by 361,476 Austrians and 145,387 overnight stays of German tourists (Allcock, 1989: 19).
IV.
The aim of this paper was to sketch the development of Czechoslovak tourism in Yugoslavia with focus on the Adriatic resorts of Dalmatia in the first four decades of the 20th century. In this conclusion, the situation after the Second World War will be briefly mentioned. The Second World War effectively stopped the tourist trade in Yugoslavia for several years. But after the war the population of continental Czechoslovakia again desired to enjoy the Adriatic Sea and sun, taking also into account the fact that many resorts and establishments were properties of Czechoslovak citizens and associations. As Igor Tchoukarine (2006) in his paper indicates, after the war Yugoslavia generally benefited from living trade and rich cultural relationships of those two countries. Tourists from Czechoslovakia represented the largest group of foreign tourists in Yugoslavia between 1946 and 1948, also due to the fact that a new type of recreational tourism developed, through the Czechoslovak Revoluční odborové hnutí – ROH (Revolutionary Syndicate Movement) that was ideologically close to the new Tito’s Yugoslavia and organized vacations for its workers in Yugoslavia. Czechs and Slovaks were warmly welcomed in Yugoslavia for several reasons. First, local people remembered Czech (Czechoslovak) contribution for the development of tourism in Dalmatia in first three decades of the 20th century. Second, by 1948 the number of visitors from abroad amounted to only one-fifth of the pre-war maximum. And, third (this point is stressed by Tchoukarine, 2006), the organization of Czechoslovak tourism in Yugoslavia was a part of bilateral clearing arrangement: economically rather weak post-war Yugoslavia accommodated vacationers from Czechoslovakia in order to facilitate the import of goods from this country. 
Between 1945-1948 different Czechoslovak organizations, like the tourist agency Travema, the Association of Friends of Tito’s Yugoslavia, the Dubrovnik Hotel and Seaside Society, and, of course, Čedok (which concluded agreements with the Yugoslav travel agency Putnik covering all aspects of travel – transport, accommodation, food), organized trips to Yugoslavia.  Tchoukarine (2006) highlights especially ROH activities on the Rab Island and its plan supported by Yugoslav authorities from September 1947 to build a model recreational centre after the purchase of hotels on Rab from Czech individuals. According to a plan, 10,000 to 12,000 workers were supposed to be accommodated in such a centre every season.

However, the Rab project was not realized due to the events from August 1948 – the expulsion of Yugoslavia from the Kominform followed by a breach in tourist relations between Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia until 1956, and a complete nationalization of Czechoslovak Real Estate (Tchoukarine 2006). After 1956 Czechoslovak tourism in Yugoslavia was resumed, although only on restricted basis during communist times, with approval of Czechoslovak officials. In the 1960s some recreational centers of Czechoslovak trade unions were constructed, as the completion of a recreational centre in Bečići (in today’s Montenegro) illustrates. Czechs and Slovaks freely returned to “their” Adriatic Sea in greater numbers after 1989 and they were one of the first tourists in Croatia immediately after the Yugoslav war (and even during the war at Istria which was untouched by the war; Czechs and Slovaks were the only tourists who dare to go there!), helping again to revive and enhance local tourism.
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