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AN ASSESSMENT OF SPATIAL SCALE AND THEMATIC FOCUS OF
PUBLICATIONSAND DIPLOMA THESIS OF SLOVAKIAN
GEOGRAPHICAL INSTITUTES

Slavomir BUCHER®
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Alena LUKACOVA
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Abstract: The article explores the formation of regional itignwith regard to scale and
topic in works and final thesis of Slovak geograpdtydents from selected geographic
institutions and departments. Taking into accolapgqgrs and diploma thesis of students, we
tried to discover how the authors perceive and ftrenimage of a region of the theme and
spatial scale of their works. If geographers inrthablications and articles deal with specific
topics of their subject research area - physicabmphy, settlement systems, composed of
urban centres, economic activities in the regionsmatial intra-regional relations, thus they
are forming the space material base, indispensédriethe development of regional
consciousness and identity itself.

Key words: place, scale, thematic focus, geography, self-gouent regions

INTRODUCTION

The main goal of the paper is to explore and amalyge place perception through
publishing outputs of selected geographical instins in Slovakia. Are geographers through
their publications interested in promoting regiordgntity? If so, then we can state that the
region is perceived as a territorial social systéingeographers in their publications and
articles deal with specific topics of their subjectsearch area - physical geography,
settlement systems, composed of urban centres,oetomctivities in the region, or spatial
intra-regional relations, thus they are forming 8pace-material base, indispensable for the
development of regional consciousness and ideitsigf.

Based on the above philosophy, it is possible spulie the conception of geography as
an integral trans-disciplinary platform seekingaxplain the processes synthesizing space,
what ultimately leads to an understanding of théurea and identity of regional units of
different taxonomic levels in the context of hunetivity.

P Corresponding Author
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

If geographers in their publications and articlesldwith specific topics of their subject
research area - physical geography, settlemeneragstcomposed of urban centres, economic
activities in the region, or spatial intra-regiomelations, thus they are forming the space-madteria
base, indispensable for the development of regiooasciousness and identity itself. Taking into
account diploma thesis of students, we tried tealisr how the authors perceive and form the
image of a region of the theme and spatial scaltheif works. It follows that the subjective
perception of marginality is a key factor in thetfier development of the region and should not be
forgotten in regional planning and developmenthef territory. Internal understanding of a region
by an observer is always more or less distortedpemed to the objective perception of reality.

Methodologically and thematically most importargearch on the geography of Europe in
school textbooks elaborated by U. C. Weinbrenn888), was limited to 23 names of books (out
of a total of 76 books) in six European countri€grmany, Switzerland, Austria, France, Great
Britain and Italy). The content and scope on teifntorope in school textbooks has been also
analysed in the paper of Jurij Senggk (2010, p. 90). He attempted to determine to tvendent
and with what kind of content European textbooksrapch the study of the geography of Europe.

The other foreign literature, we can mention thekalmy Whitehand, Edmonson (1997, p.
86), Guttiérrez, Lopez-Nieva (2001, p. 59), and Bas (2009, p. 23), who have dealt with the
analysis of publication and citation activities.

In the Czech geographical community there are rathewn the works by Bajerski and
Siwek (2012, p. 65), Siwek (2010, p. 366), and Ma#&k et al. (2011, p. 11). We would like to
draw greater attention to the article by Bajersid &iwek (2012, p. 55) called’he Bibliometric
Analysis of Czech Geography in the Scopus Databasbére the authors focus on the most
frequently cited articles of the Czech geograplerthe Scopus database, as well as on mutual
citation relations among the institutes of Czecbggaphic research.

Outlining a list of the solving issues in Slovakiaere must be mentioned a collection of
works by Matlov€ (2008, p. 18) and Matlo¥ Michaeli (2009, p. 17), dealt with the Slovak
geographic community in a space-time scheme. Rirsk, focusing on historical and spatial
aspects of the Slovak geography, notes the impwetarf integrating of the Slovak geographic
society into the European geographic communj§ix decades of academic geographical
education and research in Pre3oig the title of an article describing in detaietheographical
tradition of education at an academic level in Bve&nd pointing to the specific positions of the
Department in the context of other geographic tastins, because it attempts, as stated — to form
a distinctive geographic school based on an intedriorm of geography.

Demek (1987, p. 154), in his monograph calledroduction to Theoretical Geography”
has defined geography as a science about geogahpsihere, i.e. the sphere studied by
geographers. Geography has formed a concept oddapé sphere that is understood as one of the
planet's geospheres having specific features difetidg significantly from the other concentric
covers of the Earth.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Primary data for the synthesis of publication &at#g were taken from CREPA (The
Central Register for the Evidence of Publicatiorti¥ities) database for the years 2007 - 2011,
where one can easily search the records about mublyoentering required criteria - a phrase,
any word, name of the source document, author,wiasls category of a document, year of
publication, ISBN etc. The survey covered six gaphic departments, evenly corresponding
with certain self-government regions in Slovakidhe Department of Regional Geography,
Planning & Environment in Bratislava, DepartmentGdography and Regional Development in
Nitra, Department of Geography, Geology and Lanpsc#&cology in Banskad Bystrica,
Department of Geography in Ruzomberok, Institute ®fography in KoSice, and The
Department of Geography and Regional DevelopmeRrasov.
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In the initial phase of the research, we have ctedptontingency tables that clearly
identify statistical correlation of two charactethe theme and the scale of an article.

The lines of the table represent the region/ rejiscale and the territorial range concerned with
the article content. Publication outputs by thdesaaere classified into the following categories:

- local/micro-regional scale — is represented bycles having spatial range from the
Cadastre of a municipality up to the administratbder of a statistical district. Under these
criteria two subtypes have been allocated: Artidealing with municipality or micro-region in
Slovakia, which are the seats of selected geograplkiepartments, and other municipalities /
micro-regions in Slovakia;

- regional scale — includes publications in objenta larger than the average area of
statistical district (excluding urban districts) up the range of NUTS Il (including). This
hierarchical level includes also the two subtymeticles dealing with meso-regions in Slovakia,
which are the seats of selected geographical depat$, and other meso-regions in Slovakia,;

- national scale — contained all publications depivith the Slovak Republic. The category
included all publications studying the municip&giin Slovakia or certain statistical districts in
Slovakia, or NUTS Il regions in Slovakia;

The three categories contain the articles with #®rouching the area of Slovakia on
different hierarchical levels. However, the topiccls as Suburbanization of Copenhagen is with
regard to the appointed criteria included in thiegary of transnational/ sub-global scale.

- transnational/ sub-global scale — includes ategaries of publications with regional
range and scale exceeds the area of Slovakia. Tthigsirrelevant for our research whether the
article is dealing with cross-border cooperatiotwaen Slovakia and Poland, or it will describe
the tourism in Thailand (both articles by the scéd# below the transnational/ sub-global
category). The category is subdivided into threatyques: articles concerned with Central Europe
(V4, Austria, Germany), EU 27/ Europe and extradpaan regions;

- global scale - contains articles dealing withEaeth issues such as global environmental problems

The columns of the contingency table consistedimé geographical themes generalized in
accordance with the criterion of the objective sivnh of sciences bl. Mician (1982, p. 199).

Themes:

- geography of population and settlement structarexluded the analysis of publications
concerned with the principles of the developmeistrihution and structure of population, as well
the articles focused on the techniques and metbbtle study of spatial structures of population
processes and their interaction with other spgtagraphical factors. The category also included
articles studying the development, current tramsfiiion and prognosis of settlement structures.
The titles of analysedyzed articles have ofterentdid the topic concerned with the position of the
settlement system within society, as well as thalyes of new trends of settlement forms and
bonds, their hierarchy and regionalization;

- urban geography — includes articles addressiegattributes of a city, as well as the
evaluation of complex intra-urban structure of iteain components (physiographic,
morphological, functional and socio-demographiciary of the publications were focused on the
transformation of urban structures in Central andt&rn Europe after 1989;

- economic geography — the category including malilbn outputs concerned with partial
scientific disciplines of human geography: geogsapii industry and transport, geography of
agriculture and forestry, and geography of tourism;

- political geography — included the contents @fattetical backgrounds of geopolitics and
Geo-economy of small states. The chapters wereectnaed with environmental aspects of
geopolitics, internal geopolitics, geographicalextp of international relations, and the issues of
state formation. Not least, the category includedblipations engaged in selected aspects of
integration and disintegration processes;

- historical and cultural geography - articles festh on historical-geographical
development of Europe from prehistoric times to ¢laely modern period. Publications included
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articles dealing with issues of state models, dgpmknt of political Europe and adjacent regions,
the main trends of economic development and soeiety whole;

- theory and methodology of geography, educatioogggphy — publications cover the
epistemological framework of theoretical geograghgracterizing philosophical-methodological
concepts, as well as the basic methodological giacich as theory, hypothesis, principle, model
etc., offering its geographic interpretation;

- physical geography - articles and publicatiordduite meta-geographical basis of geography,
landscape sphere, lithosphere, pedosphere, tragesplgdrosphere, biosphere, and related fields;

- complex regional geography - themes of the pabiios are concerned with the research
on complex analysis of a region/ territory withidividual Geo-spheres;

- other, marginal disciplines, not elsewhere cfaessi

In case of co-authorship within one departmentgilen publication is being credited only
once for the whole workplace. If the co-authors edinom different workplaces (e. g. from the
Department of Geography in Ruzomberok and the tlistiof Geography in KosSice), the
publication is being recorded in contingency tdbleboth departments.

CONSIDERATION OF PLACE AND THEME IN PUBLICATIONS OF THE
SLOVAK GEOGRAPHERS AND STUDENTS' DIPLOMA THESIS OF THE
GEOGRAPHICAL INSTITUTIONS IN SLOVAKIA

In the next subchapter we attempt to specify imaitlejeographical orientation of the
selected scientific institutions in Slovakia, anm@wl attention to the perception of space through
the thematic focus of their publications.

Table 1 Publication activity of CREPA database (2007 4Dy scale and theme of the staff of the
Department of Regional Geography, Planning & Envinent in Bratislava
(Data source: CREPA database)
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Central Europe 1 2 5 1 9
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non-European regions 1 2
World 1 7] 1 4 2 14
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Global scale 1 8| 1 4 3 1]
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The Department of Regional Geography in Bratislatarted its work at the Faculty of
Natural Sciences, Comenius University on Septerhp&874.

Research base that we used for the comparison lifcptions from CREPA database
(2007 — 2011) consisted of two publications of pssbrs, three associate professors, seven
scientists and professionals with PhDs. and elam&rnal PhDs. students of the department.
Thematically they're dominated publishing units idattd to economic geography (44.0%),
geography of population and settlement structui@s70o0) and political geography (12.0%). In
terms of regional range, the publication activitgsniargely represented by the articles focused on
a national scale (45.8%). The second largest cataégaoepresented by local studies (27.1% of the
total number of publications). In the category addl scale, dominant is the subgroup of articles
dealing with other municipalities of Slovakia (60%Jhe local scale articles oriented at
municipality/ micro-region with the seat of the dejment did not exceed 40% of the total number
of publications relating to units of local scaléniffl place went to the transnational scale category
(14.5%). During the research period 2007 - 201Y dn(2.4%) publishing units were analysing
the geographic matters at the regional level. DEtaihematic and spatial distribution of
publications of the department is presented indtakand figure 1, 2).

Table 2 Publication activity of Diploma thesis by scalelaheme at the Department of Regional Geography,
Planning & Environment in Bratislava
(Data source: CREPA database)

2
c 5 e |8
S 2 o | | 8
c > c |5 o |2E| ©
S - Elxl5 B8 2859 =
Q S| > < < = o ® 'S_ = [ ® ©
o gl 2 i 2|5 [ 9 g ¥ = g
- Q5| a g’ © [© (] -g = g © <
Region/Theme 55 CS|8 2R ES S|SBy &
(o)) g s
2zl | |SEfHS|E 55 B
SO o|E |z |85l ® |3 |ED @
S E S|8IEgg |5 -9 O
24 S| |2 |c oo o g‘ o o z
oElE |8 |22 2|algEs B
O oD |W|]a | Tog-oa | O |0
Municipality/micro-region in Slovakia with the seztthe
department 6 2) 8
Other municipalities/micro-regions in Slovakia 1 |18 |16 2 1] 1 15§ 54
Meso-region in Slovakia with the seat of the depart 2 2
Other meso-regions in Slovakia 10 2 3 1 16
Slovakia 2 8] 3 13
Central Europe 1 1] 2 2 [
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The methodology of contingency table's constructiod the data processing are identical
to the previous chapter. Our survey included al&® Hiploma thesis of each geographic
workplace. The Department of Regional Geographgiatislava is focusing mostly on thesis
dedicated to economic geography, 55 (36.7%), caxmggional geography, 27 (18%) and urban
geography, 26 (17.3%). In terms of regional ramgest theses focus on the local scale (41.3% of
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DT). The local scale sub-category centred at otenicipalities in Slovakia presented 87.1% of
theses. Locally oriented diploma theses on micgiere or municipality with the seat of the
department did not exceed 13% of the total numibeéd® on a local scale. Diploma theses of
transnational/ sub-global scale presented the setangest category (36.7% of DT). Theses
regionally oriented were ranked third with totall& DT (12%), where even 16 (close to 90%) of
which were focused on other meso-regions of Slaaki

To conclude, we can state that local, regional wmadsnational scale prevail in diploma
theses of students, but on the other hand, thdgatiohs from CREPA database include mostly
studies of national and global scale (see tablgre 1, 2).

Table 3. Publication activity of CREPA database (2007 +D(by scale and theme of the staff of the
Department of Geography and Regional DevelopmeNitima
(Data source: CREPA database)
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The second analysed geography department in weStenakia is the Department of
Geography and Regional Development, Faculty of i&tBciences, Constantine the Philosopher
in Nitra. Geography as a subject of study has bleeturing at the department since the
establishment of the Pedagogical Institute (19533)9 Department of Geography itself was
founded in 1961. In our research we have procefisedpublication units of three associate
professors, nine assistant professors with PhD, soientific researcher and five internal PhD.
students of the department.

The highest share of publications corresponds hbyectd with the economic geography
(52% of all publications). The second largest groegresents the physical geography (20% of all
articles). The third group of articles included ttapics related to geography of population
settlement structures (13.1% of all articles).
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In terms of region range, local scale prevails $%0.0f all publications), while the
municipality/ micro-regional sub-group with the se# the department includes 45 (50.6%)
publication units, and other articles on municifiedi in Slovakia present 44 (49.4%) publication
units. National scale represents the second lagyesp of publications of the department. In total,
47 (26.9%) publication units belong in this catggdrhe articles of regional scale present the third
most numerous category with 26 (14.9%) articldspfalvhich are focused on meso-regional with
the seat of the department, the Nitra self-governagion (see the table 3, figure 1, 2).

Table 4. Publication activity of Diploma thesis by scaleldheme at the Department of Geography and
Regional Development in Nitra
(Data source: CREPA database)
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Central Europe 3 3
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World 0
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The highest share of diploma theses correspondsient with the economic geography
(43.3% of all DT), second are the themes concewiéd the geography of the place (14.7% of
DT), and the third largest group represents thdsating with historical and cultural geography
(12.0% of DT). In terms of region, local scale @iy (53.3% of all DT), while the
municipality/ micro-regional sub-group with the se&the department (Nitra District) includes
12 (15.0%) diploma theses, and other themes onaipatities in Slovakia present 68 (85.0%)
diploma theses. The second most numerous grouplinda theses includes works of regional
scale, 56 (37.3%). 15 (26.8%) out of them are dmab the meso-region with the seat of the
department, the Nitra self-governing region.

National and transnational scale has a minimumesloar the total number of diploma
theses (both by 4.7%), while there was no finasithen global scale (see table 4). Comparing the
articles of CREPA with students’ diploma theseshef department by scale, we can conclude that
local, regional and transnational scale prevailgliploma theses in contrast with national and
global scale in the case of publication units ofEPRA.
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The Department of Geography, Geology and Lands&awméogy in Banska Bystrica was
established in 1954 at the Higher Pedagogical ScBaace 1995 is has been a part of the Faculty
of Natural Sciences, Matej Bel University. The lghshare of publications is of local/ micro-
regional scale (46.3%), where prevails the subcayegf works focused on the micro-region in
Slovakia with the seat of the department (63.4%)aTlesser extent, there were articles concerned
with other municipalities in Slovakia (36.6%). lerins of number and share of publications, the
second place belongs to national scale with agtidiecused on Slovakia (34.5% of all
publications). Third was the regional scale, togethith 16 (9.0%) publications, 6 out of which
was of regional character studying an area withst#a of the department (37.5%), and 10 (62.5%)
of them were analysing other meso-regions in Slavédee table 5, figure 1, 2).

Table 5. Publication activity of CREPA database (2007 +D(by scale and theme of the staff of the
Department of Geography, Geology and Landscapeofgah Banska Bystrica
(Data source: CREPA database)
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In terms of the character of individual diplomadés in the Department of Geography,
Geology and Landscape Ecology in Banska Bystrica,can state that the dominant theme in
contingency table is physical geography (36% oftall). Well behind to follow the themes of
economic geography (16.7% of all DT) and the theang methodology of geography, and
education geography (10% of all DT). The highestrehof diploma theses of the department
corresponds by range with local/ micro-regionalles¢&3.3%). In this category, dominant share
have the works dealing with other municipalities¢m-regions in Slovakia (69 DT, 86.3%). To
a lesser extent, there were works concerned wihatka of the municipality that is the seat of
the department — statistical Banska Bystrica distdil DT (13.8%). The second place, in terms
of the number and share of works dealing with tnatisnal/sub-global scale (19.3% of all
diploma theses). 27 (18.0%) works by their contiedt under the category of regional scale.
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Only 8 (29.6%) of them were in the sub-categorydging the region with the seat of the
department (the Banska Bystrica self-governingaegand 19 (70.4%) articles were analysing
other meso-regions in Slovakia (see graph 6,figura).

Table 6. Publication activity of Diploma thesis by scatelaheme at the Department of Geography, Geology
and Landscape Ecology in Banska Bystrica
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Comparing the articles of CREPA with students’ diph theses of the department by scale,
we can conclude that local, regional, transnati@mal global scale prevails in diploma theses in
contrast with national scale in the case of pubbcaunits of CREPA. The second analysed
geography department in Central Slovakia is thedbtegent of Geography, Catholic University in
Ruzomberok. Most publications of the department desoted to physical geography what
presents 64.2% of all publication units of the dapant for the period of 2007 — 2011 by CREPA.
Significantly lower proportion of articles is comoed with the research in geography of
population and settlement structures (14.6% opablications). Third largest group of research
articles (25) has been engaged in the theory antiodelogy of geography and geography of
education (11.1%). In terms of territorial rangse publication units with national (36.7%) and
local/ micro-regional scale (35.8%) are rather egpnead. On the local level, there prevail
publications focusing on other municipalities/ roicegions in Slovakia (95.1% of all locally
oriented articles). Regional and global scale (itlas, 9.3%) presents the third largest category
of publications of the department (see table Urédl, 2).

Diploma theses of the department are mostly focesephysical geography what has been
44.0% of all diploma theses of the department icemé¢ years. The second largest category
includes theses concerned with complex regionadiggdy (20.7% of all diploma theses). A third
group (21 DT, 14.0%) is mostly represented by diotheses dealing with the theory and
methodology of geography and geography of education
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Table 7. Publication activity of CREPA database (2007 2Dy scale and theme of the staff of the
Department of Geography in Ruzomberok
(Data source: CREPA database)
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In relation to region, most theses include scaledocal/ micro-regional (42.7%) and
regional level (32.7%). Diploma theses on a loeakl are particularly concerned with other
municipalities in Slovakia (73.4% of all locally iented diploma theses). The smallest
category was represented by national (12 DT, 8.8#4) global (6, 4.0%) scale diploma thesis
of students of the department (table 8, figure)l, 2

To conclude the comparison of publication unitstiké staff of the department by
CREPA and student’s diploma theses by scale, we state that local, regional, and
transnational scale prevails in a percentage ofodip theses, while the publications of
department staff by CREPA is mostly oriented oriaratl and global scale.

There are two departments of geography in easleralda, in KoSice and PreSov. Institute
of Geography, respectively, its predecessor, thpaDment of Geography at the Faculty of
Natural Sciences UPJS in KoSice exists only sifg@81

The survey of publications of the department inetbdwo professors, two associate
professors, 12 assistant professors and two siiemgésearchers. We have analysed 192
publishing units, while the structure of publicaisofrom content focused mainly on physical
geography with 93 articles (48.4% of all arti}/esconomic geography with 54 publishing units
(28.1% of all articles) and the geography of pofiafa and settlement structures with 20
publications (10.4% of all articles).

Differentiation of articles by the scale of the ebsed territory has proved that the
highest share of papers was of local dimension9@6of all articles). An interesting feature
of this category is that more than 61.1% of publighunits addressed the issue of the micro -
region in Slovakia, which was the seat of the depant - in the case of the Institute of
Geography in KoSice the object area of local seeds considered to be the KoSice-okolie
District including four urban districts (KoSice 1V).

The second largest category by scale was on thenadtlevel representing 25.5% of
all articles. The third most numerous publicaticategory (37 articles) of the Institute of
Geography was of regional scale, 27 out of themewammcerned with themes of meso-region
in Slovakia, which was the seat of the departm&884). Under the territory of meso-region
we understand the KosSice self-governing regionpeetvely, if studying the complex area,
the NUTS Il — Eastern Slovakia (see table 9, figlyr@).

We have also analysed 150 diploma theses of th@utesof Geography in KoSice. The
structure of theses of content predominantly fosusephysical geography with 48 works (32.0%
of all diploma theses), economic geography with(22.0% of all DT) and the geography of
population and settlement structures with 20 w¢tlas3% of all final theses).

Differentiation of theses by the scale of the obsdrterritory has shown that the highest
share of works was of local dimension (52.0% ofl). An interesting feature of this category is
rather even representation of works concerned thithmicro-region in Slovakia, which was the
seat of the department (districts of KoSice I-Vratuareas) and theses focused on other
municipalities or micro-regions in Slovakia.

The second largest category by scale was on thenalglevel, where 20 (64.5%) out
of the total 31 diploma theses were focused onmbkeo-region seating the institute in KosSice.
The third most numerous category by scale was trenshational/sub-global level
representing 13.3% of all diploma theses (see ta@)e

Comparing the articles of the staff of the instétbyy CREPA with student’s diploma theses
by scale, we can conclude that local, regionahsinational and global scale prevails in diploma
theses in contrast with national scale in the chgriblication units of CREPA.

The last geographical workplace we have analyseds whe Department of
Geography and Regional Development at PreSov Usityein PreSov. The Department of
Geography and Regional Development is a compleearh scientific and educational
institution that since 1949 prepares teachers aofgggphy as well as geography experts —
analysts and territorial managers in geography.
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Table 9. Publication activity of CREPA database (2007 4Dy scale and theme of the staff of the
Institute of Geography in KoSice
(Data source: CREPA database)
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Table 10 Publication activity of Diploma thesis by scalelgheme of the Institute of Geography in KoSice
(Data source: CREPA database)
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Within the department, we have evaluated 278 adidf four professors, two associate
professors, six assistant professors, three sfiter@searchers and twenty internal PhDs students.

Almost a third of the articles thematically belotmythe category of physical geography.
This category is represented by 89 (32%) publishinigs. The second and third largest group of
publications appears in the field of economic gapfy 66 (23.7%) and political geography 33
(11.9%). From the territorial point of view, mostilfications fall under national (88 articles,
31.7%) and local/ micro-regional scale (87 artic&k 3%).

In the category of local scale, there are 39 @did44.8% of all articles) dealing with
municipality/ micro-region in Slovakia, which isetlseat of the department (PreSov District) and
48 papers (55.2% of all articles) concerned witteoimunicipalities/ micro-regions in Slovakia.

Neither the staff of the Department of Geographgl &egional Development in PreSov
showed significant interest in addressing the issfeeoncrete self-governing regions of Slovakia.
Regional scale is represented by 34 (12.2%) pubdicaunits, while 28 articles (82.4% of
regionally oriented articles) are focused on mespen, which is the seat of the department.
Under the territory of meso-region we understamdRheSov self-governing region, respectively, if
studying the complex area, the NUTS |l — Easteav&hia (see table 11, figure 1, 2).

Table 11 Publication activity of CREPA database (2007 £Dy scale and theme of the staff of the
Department of Geography and Regional DevelopmeRt@3ov
(Data source: CREPA database)
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Nearly 43% of diploma theses thematically belonght category of economic geography.
This category represents 64 out of total 150 aedlyheses. The second and third largest group
present diploma works in the field of physical geqdny with 35 (23.3%) works and political
geography with 19 (12.7%) works. In terms of regiorange, almost two-thirds of all diploma
theses are of local/ micro-regional scale (96 difEldheses, 64%). The category is dominated by
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theses concerned with other municipalities/ mi@gions in Slovakia (76 DT, 79.2%). Only 22
locally oriented final theses (22.9%) were focusomy the area of municipal/ micro-region in
Slovakia, which was the seat of the departmentS@®r®istrict).

Table 12 Publication activity of diploma thesis by scateldaheme at the Department of Geography and
Regional Development in PreSov

(Data source: CREPA database) >
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Figure 1. Publication activity by scale of the Slovakian Gephers
(Data Source: CREPA database, 2007 — 2011))
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Figure 2. Percentages comparison of Diploma thesis andgatioin units of CREPA by scale of students
and staff of the Slovakian geography departments
(Data Source: CREPA database, 2007 — 2011))
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CONLUSION

Having analysed the publication outputs of selegtedgraphical workplaces in Slovakia,
we can conclude that there is rather an insufftgeetblishing activity in terms of regional scale at
the expense of local, micro-regional and nationaleshsion. Lack of interest to publish articles
addressing the phenomenon of self-government regibe process of their institutionalization in
relation to different hierarchical levels of manammt, follow the tendency of the respondents of
our survey, who, like the Slovak geographic comnwnidid not show such an intense
relationship, a “sense of patriotism” to the regi@s to their rural community/ town (local
patriotism), or to state (national patriotism).

On the other hand, we emphasize the growing lacintefest of Slovak geographers to
address transnational / sub-global or global s@eeR. Matuosek et al. (2011, p. 12) points out in
his paper “Challenges for Czech Geography: From “Blkack Book” to a Bright Future”,
analysing the number of articles in journals sushGeografia, Acta Universitatis Carolinae
Geographica and Moravian Geographical Reports li@r years 2005 -2010 by region and
geographical scale that publications of Czech gmuttgrs are loosing the relevance of global
scale. This negative phenomenon is even more adoguim the Slovak geographic community.
The absence of transnational or global scale isrcfeom the comparison of individual
contingency tables of geographic institutions iov@kia (see figure 3, table 13).

Global 222 0O Geography of population
scale and seltlernent struclures
O Economic geograph
Sub-global | geoBrapiy
scale
@ Political geography
National
scale | Theory and methodology
ol geography, educalion
eograply
Regional | = %hy%icgl geography
scale
& Complex regional
geography
TLocal scale |
| B Others
o 20 40 50 80 100 (%)

Figure 3. Percentages comparison of overall geography matiits activity by scale and theme of the
Scholars in Slovakia
(Data Source: CREPA database, 2007 - 2011)

Relevance of the research lies in the positive aesg (for example through citations),
especially from foreign scientific community, andfartunately to some bright exceptions, locally
and nationally presented papers in Slovak geograjohirnals find response only from “friendly
colleagues” from neighbouring workplaces or in tfeal works of students of geography.
Comparing the selected geographic workplaces wansss$ that most publication units would
analyse the mutual relation of man and nature, whight have been reflected in the number of
articles with regional themes. This assumption natsconfirmed, since all the studied geographic
departments have been affected by positivist phjilbial thinking, reflected in a strict separation,
respectively a dualism in publishing units focus#éter on physical geography or human geography.
The disadvantage of the analysed themes fallingruadmplex regional geography is the concept
applying so called descriptions place scheme basédkttner’'s regional-geographic systematic.
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Table 13 Overall publications activity by scale and thesfithe Geography staff in Slovakia by CREPA
database (2007 - 2011)
(Data source: CREPA database, 2007-2011)
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Municipality/micro-region in Slovakia with the seaftthe
department 8| 18 671 p. | 8D P 18 213
Other municipalities/micro-regions in Slovakia 27 |12 9|5 2 6 1 14§ D 26/
Meso-region in Slovakia with the seat of the deparit 10 3 39 [t 2 | 3f P D 94
Other meso-regions in Slovakia 14 1 |11 0] 0 1]16 1 0 | 44
Slovakia 52 § 104 [ b 6P 141 10 13 4p4
Central Europe 8 3 1§ 11 ] 1 L D 49
EU 28/Europe 4 1 14 14 4 b 1 D 59
non-European regions 0 0] 3 9 g ( p L 2P
World 1 1] 3 16 1 19 1D B g1
Local/micro-regional scal&S{VK) 35 30 12j B 1D b 237 8 18 4y4
Regional scaleJVK) 24 4 50 [t Y P 5B B D 138
National scale§VK) 51 6 104 ] b 6P 143 10 12 4p4
Transnational/sub-global scale 13 4 132 |38 |10 3120 13 2 135
Global scale 1 1 3 17 ] 1 19 11 B 63
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